Ryan MacLean wins Melville Scorcher

The Metzeler Melville SACU Scottish Hare and Hound Championship was held at West Linton last Sunday. The weather was incredible and hydration was going to be a major issue for the Scottish competitors who are not used to riding in these conditions. The course was a mixture of fast open moor land, a sand quarry and a small wood resulting in a variable track with steep climbs and flat out fast open hills.

Drew Harvey took the lead initially up a steep climb in the sand quarry. Ryan MacLean followed and it was obvious that he was judging the pace as he had not ridden a Scottish Championship Hare and Hound before. Drew led for the first two laps but once Ryan had got to grips with the course and the pace he pushed on and took the lead and never looked back with a dominant ride to win outright with 13 laps completed. Drew stayed clear of any problems and finished a strong second although a lap down on Ryan. Further down in the Experts there were all manner of incidents and problems including a big crash for Alastair Miller, a misfiring bike for Paul Chatham, Al Scotland’s bike developed sticking floats in his carburettor and poor Stuart Ross ran out of fuel on the last lap. Jeff McLeary finished third with a very steady ride on his come back to the Scottish Championship, Dean Reid finished fourth despite suffering from dehydration and Nail Patton finished fifth Expert.

Gavin Johnstone won the Over 40 class with an energetic ride to take the over 40 win, Gavin was looking fast all day as he maintained his lead for the day. James Harvey’s relaxed style saw him finish a close second on the same lap as Gavin with Paul Westgarth taking the final step on the podium for third. The most disappointed rider in the over 40 class was the ever popular Mark Ritchie who rode all day at a pace that belies his age. Mark had worked his way up to fourth overall and leading the over 40’s until a major mechanical fault saw him crash heavily and he was lucky to get away without a major injury.  

Peter Woods won the Clubman Class after battling all day with Sean Henderson. Right from the off the two of them battled lap after lap. Sean stopped for a splash and dash refuel and this gave Peter the opportunity to take the lead to the finish and the win with Sean finishing second and Andrew Bissett finished a lap down in third. Ian Bissett won the Clubman B class with Bill Bruce second and Hamish Oag third all finishing on the same lap, ten in total.

The largest class, the Sportsman class was the most entertaining to watch at the start up the sand quarry, once a couple of riders became stuck on the hill it looked more like the Weston Beach race rather than a Hare and Hound. There were no injuries and the rest of the day saw a steady stream of riders make it up the hill without incident. Regular Scottish competitor and camera man Phil Hewitt came home with the win with a credible 10 laps completed, Steven Anderson finished second with John McNeil third.

The Melville Motor Club has been very lucky with the weather generally and this was an excellent event where most riders seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves. Ryan MacLean is a great talent to switch over to the Hare and Hound and Enduro scene and there will be more wins for him in the future.

Stephen Gilhooley and Graeme Chalmers headed up an excellent team that ran the event without incident and they were both very grateful for the use of the farm and the sand quarry that developed into a great day for all who participated.

The next round of the SACU Scottish Hare and Hound Championship is the SBEC event at Ashkirk on the 7th July, details are available at www.scottishenduros.co.uk 
Video Link
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3s6OrwK7ns&feature=share
