
Scottish Border Enduro Club’s Hare & Hound: Wollrig Farm, Ashkirk, 7 Oct 2012

The Scottish Border Enduro Club held the last round of the Scottish Hare & Hound Championship series at Wollrig Farm, Ashkirk.
There was an air of excitement and relief at this event after a very difficult season had seen many events suffering misfortune or cancelled, mostly marred by the weather. But not for this one, some say the sun always shines on the Scottish Borders and no-one could argue with that on Sunday as we were greeted with blue skies and perfect conditions for racing. A number of classes where still up for grabs to fight for the Championship which added to the anticipation.

The organisers put in some serious hours to cut extra tracks in the woods to open up this tight, technical course to make passing possible for the faster riders. The bottom wood was still wet and slippery after a summer of rain but there were no ‘stoppers’ and we managed to add in some extra fast flowing sections in the fields taking advantage of the natural jumps to balance the course out with some wide open fun.
The experts charged off the line with Fraser Flockhart laying down the gauntlet immediately to lead the 5 experts through the first half a lap before upping the pace to stretch out a decent lead in the early stages of the race.  The chasers were still in contention though with Allyn Scotland, Drew Harvey, Dean Reid and Alistair Millar all fighting for positions.  Lap 6 proved to be the turning point of the race after over an hour of racing when Fraser  pulled up to fix a mechanical issue which lost him almost 5 mins.
Drew Harvey and Allyn Scotland had been battling for second place throughout the first hour but with Fraser’s misfortune this became a battle for first place and from lap 8 Allyn managed to eek out a gap and was never headed from there. 
Fraser tried desperately to make up time and managed to overhall Drew in the final hour but Allyn kept up a relentless pace to the finish to take a well deserved win. All credit to Drew Harvey who put in another very solid performance to add to his consistent season and in doing so enjoyed some well-deserved champagne as Scottish H&H Champion for 2012, well done Drew!
In the clubmen class Chris Gallagher put on a dominant performance to lead the race from start to finish as the only clubman to complete 15 laps. He was pushed hard by Liston Bell who stayed in contention taking an impressive 2nd place with a comfortable 8 min gap to third place Richard Brown. After a very close fought season, Liston’s performance secured him the 2012 Scottish Clubman H & H Championship.
The over 40’s class saw a battle royal between the most experienced campaigners as Derek Little, Murray Thomson and Gavin Johnston hammered it out in the early laps before a hard charging James Harvey pushed into contention after a steady start. James was desperate to make up ground coming through from 5th to 2nd to race Derek for the overall Championship but his efforts were dashed when in lap 12 disaster struck (in the form of a tree!) wiping his radiator off. It took him 40 mins to get it fixed by which time his  Championship race was over. Derek Little took a well deserved win and with it he is crowned Scottish Over 40’s Champion 2012. Murray Thomson came in 3 mins down for a strong second place with Gavin Johnston in third.
The race for Clubmen B honours saw a very close battle between Stewart Gilchrist and Graham Mechan.  It was Graham who made an excellent start and pushed on throughout to lead the race for well over 2 hours but with 3 laps to go Stewart made his move and managed to hold off Graham to the end by just over 1 minute after 3 hours of racing, Graham doing enough to take a well deserved Clubman B Scottish Championship.
Hugh ‘Shuggie’ O’Neil came in a strong 3rd place having found the tight twisty going in the woods suited his zippy YZ 250.

Apologies to the Sportsman riders for the provisional results having an error and for the slight delay in correcting them (our computer whizz jaunted off to sunny Spain to work on his tan). The Sportsmen class saw a pile up on the first set of corners but despite this young Ben Thomson (only 15 years old!), fought his way to the front and completely dominated the race as the only sportsman rider to complete 13 laps! Ben had an early battle with Allan Milligan, George McBeth and Sandy Eccles before the hard charging duo of Richard Blakeman and Andrew Currie came through strongly. In the end it was Richard who took second with a solid ride from Andrew to take 3rd.

Credit also to young Alex Johnston, another 15 year old who showed many of the older riders how to do it by taking 13th place after a hard fought 10 laps. Great to see some young riders showing such skill and determination, definitely ones to watch in the future.
Alan Milligan put in another very good performance to take 5th on the day after an excellent season he lifts the trophy as Sportsman H & H Scottish Champion.
A big thanks from Charlie McKenzie to everyone in the sport for their support and help when his bike was taken. Apparently Paul Carlyle offered him a loan of his KtM 525 which motivated Charlie to double his efforts to get his own bike back!
A huge thank you is in order to the land owners Adam Skeldon and Stewart McIntosh, and to all the organisers and helpers from SBEC MCC Ltd who put in some serious hours to make this event a success. 
In particular thanks to the course builders; Lindsay Rae (who arrived at dawn on several occasions and was still seen brashing at 9 at night!), Jimmy Patrick, Colin Ross, Jim Ballantyne, and Peter Nixon.
Thanks to all the helpers on the day, the timing crew and all the marshals who gave their time and energy to make the event such a success.
Cheers,

Iain Laing


