Scottish Riders at Harwood
The Harwood BEC was the nearest to central Scotland for many years leading to a great turnout of Scottish riders despite the events reputation of being a tough forest enduro. 

Euan McConnell loves the mud and roots no matter what the weather and he entered Harwood to show that he is still the top Scottish rider. Euan has been out of the scene as he has started a new business and he has two young children to keep him busy these days. Euan was at his playful best and took the fight to the top contenders in the British Enduro scene finishing 3rd E2 and 6th Overall on day one. On Sunday he upped his game finishing 4th Overall and matched his E2 performance again finishing 3rd E2 behind Tom Sagar and Greg Evans.

Neil Chatham finished 3rd E1/2 and 17th Overall without any major incidents. The main concern came when he discovered that his dad had brought the wrong boots and he had to borrow a pair for the day, many thanks to Paul Ed. Neil’s brother Paul organised a pair to be delivered in time for Sunday and his best position in the Championship Class was his reward, luckily it was the closest event from home or there might have been a different end to this story.
Frazer Norrie was on good form on Saturday finishing 4th E1/2 and 19th Overall, a crash near the end of the day injured his wrist which was to cause problems on Sunday. Frazer rode with his wrist strapped up but he was in pain so a repeat performance of 4th E1/2 and 19th Overall was an excellent result considering the pain he was in.

Richard Hay is another rider who enjoys the tough forest events, although even he had to admit that his 250 was more of a handful than his 144 that he rode last year in Scotland, especially in these conditions. Richard finished 8th E2 and 18th Overall, on Sunday it was much more hard work following the rain on Saturday night and through the day on Sunday. It has been a long time since Richard has ridden two days in a British Championship and he must have been feeling it as he dropped to 9th E2 and 24th Overall, there were more able bodied riders who did not make the finish and it was good to see Richard back at a proper British Championship event and smiling at the finish.

Kevin Murray made an appearance at this round as part of the Army team. Kev was on great form on Saturday beating Neil Chatham by one place on Saturday finishing 2nd E1/2 and 16th Overall. It was a different story on Sunday as his time out of the saddle saw him drop to 5th E1/2 and 23rd Overall.

 Allyn Scotland was up for the challenge as his best results have come in wet forest enduros. Allyn pushed all day Saturday finishing 2nd E2 and 9th Expert Overall. On Sunday the worsening weather did not faze him and he moved up three palces to 6th Expert Overall and 3rd E2 as the reward for a tough weekend.

James Harvey rode consistently over the two days and he can be counted on to make it to the finish in any conditions and this weekend was no exception. With the absence of Murray Thomson it was up to James to fly the Scottish flag in the Over 40 class finishing 11th on Saturday and moved up to 10th on Sunday.
Fraser Flockhart travelled with great expectations to this event, unfortunately a trip into a bog on the first lap ended his dream of a podium after loosing 9 minutes altogether dropping him down to 3rd E2 and 7th Overall. On Sunday Fraser thought he had made another fatal error when he clocked in 2 minutes early on the first lap but he need not have worried as his special test times saw him take the Clubman win Overall having also lost less time than all his rivals. Fraser will be a top contender but he has learned a lot about the pressure in a British Championship event and his ability shone through at the end of the day.

Hamish Patrick was looking good at the end of the first lap on Saturday having lost the least time of all the Scottish riders in the clubman class. As the track worsened Hamish also lost time but 4th E1/2 and 8th Overall was a just reward for his persistence and no one had better lines in the bogs. On Sunday Hamish moved up a place to 3rd E1/2 and 7th Clubman overall as he gains experience in the British Championship.

Erich Schonwalder had his first taste of the British Championship and put in a performance that saw him finish 5th E2 and 10th Clubman overall which was a great result considering he has only been riding enduros for two years and has only moved up to the clubman class this year. Erich was looking good on Sunday but his clutch gave up on him and a very dejected man returned to the parc ferme although hopefully this will not be the last time we will see him at a British event.

Alistair Miller thought he could make the 34 mile lap on a tank of fuel, his 300 was too thirsty and he had to push his bike for the last mile on the first lap. Luckily it was the tarmac section and he made it back for more and carried on to finish having used some of Neil Chatham’s fuel for the second lap. In the difficult conditions Alistair won the E3 Clubman class as the only finisher and took 20th overall Clubman. On Sunday with a tiger in the tank he finished 2nd E3 and 11th Clubman overall and now leads the E3 Clubman Class overall.
Liam Lamb had a difficult weekend and found the conditions very trying despite his fitness and just made it to the finish on each day, 8th E1/2 and 29th overall clubman on Saturday and 4th E1/2 and 17th Clubman overall on Sunday does not reflect the effort he put in to make it to the end.
Stevie Currie junior entered this as his first British Enduro and had a nightmare first lap on Saturday, after watching Fraser Flockhart getting stuck in a bog he promptly hit a tree and crashed finishing his day almost before it started. Not one to be put off he came back for more on Sunday and more than made up for his problems on the first day. Stevie won the E1/4 class and finished 2nd Clubman overall to Fraser Flockhart. I am sure we will see more of Stevie at the British Championships in the future.

In the Sportsman Class Peter Nixon won on Saturday and finished 8th on Sunday with Barry Mckie also having a go but he was not so lucky and did not finish.

For those of you who are reading this it is worth bearing in mind that if you were not there you cannot understand how wet and difficult it was, just look at some of the retirements. All the riders who took part and especially those who finished should be very proud of their performance. Thanks must also go to everyone who helped over the weekend, you know who you are!  

