The 2009 Welsh Two Day Scottish Riders

The Welsh Two Day was a qualifier for the under 23 British Training Squad so Ricky Mair and Neil Chatham made the trip down to Llandrindod Wells. The weather was beautiful and the start area around the Lakeside has to be the best of the year. There were 500 competitors taking part although this event is not part of the British Championship therefore there was a much more relaxed atmosphere in the park ferme.

The first sidecar started at 8.00am and the Experts were away at 10.00, the school children were allowed out to cheer the riders as the town really backs this event. There were three tests on Thursday and the weather was perfect with almost everyone cleaned the tight check.
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Ricky Mair ( Photo from Keith Bowen)was the first E2 rider and set a fast time at each test, or so he thought, he went back to his bed and breakfast confident he would be up with the best British riders. On Sunday when he learned he had only ‘in his eyes’ finished 8th Championship E2 he was not happy. Ricky could not put his finger on exactly where he had gone wrong although he had not ridden the KTM 250 more than a couple of times this year. Ricky had been confident that with his two years in the British motocross scene he would be right up with the leaders and when this did not happen he went out on Sunday determined to pull himself up the leader board. Luck was still not with him on Sunday as the clouds opened and the Rhayader special test deteriorated in the minutes before he set out on his final test. A big fall cost him dearly in that final test ending his challenge for a top spot. 9th Championship E2 is a great result although Ricky was not pleased at this performance and he is eager to put the record straight at the Knighton in two weeks.

 Neil Chatham ( Photo from Keith Bowen)saw a win in the Expert class slip away in front of his eyes at the Welsh Two Day. As Neil turned out of the forest on the tight check he saw the time he was looking for on the clock and just before he passed the yellow flag the next minute turned over costing him 60 points. All the Experts dropped at least a minute on the check so it was not a disaster with Neil finishing 2nd Expert overall and 2nd E1 to overall Expert winner Rheinallt Davis.

‘It was great to ride with the Welsh riders including Rheinallt and Tudor Davis, with the Championship guys running the same time schedule I was also riding with Ed and Robert Jones. These guys really know these conditions, especially when the rain arrived and I learned a lot over the two days. My clutch was not working properly which cost me a little time in the special tests although not enough to spoil my first Welsh Two Day. Apart from the clutch glitch my Drysdale Motorcycles Suzuki never missed a beat despite the long road sections.’

The event started with beautiful weather although with Wales you cannot count on the weather for long and right enough on Friday afternoon it rained with thunder and lightening. Neil arrived just as the rain started at the Rhayader special test and he went straight in to make the most of the conditions before they deteriorated too much. The fear was that he would loose his 2nd place overall in the Expert class once the Welsh specialists settled into the now very wet and slippery conditions. Neil need not have been concerned as he made it back after two long 8 hour days to post his best result so far. 

Neil said afterwards ‘This was my best result at a British event, finishing 20th overall is a real milestone for me and it was a great warm up for the British Enduro Championship that continues with the Knighton in two weeks.’ 

As far as I am aware the other Scottish rider to make the trip was Scott Harvey who finished a very credible 13th Clubman E1. 

