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Team Scotland ISDE 2009

Portugal
Team Report

The Journey South

02/10/09 The Road Trip South. (Day 1)
With the ferry crossing from Portsmouth to Bilbao in Northern Spain booked, for Saturday evening. Derek Little, Ricky Mair and Kevin Gauld made the first leg of the journey south from as far North as Inverness and Aberdeen to Chesterfield on Friday to meet up with myself and stay overnight. The boys arrived around 1030 in the evening after an eight hour drive. Tales from the journey included Kevin recalling some astonishing and utterly useless facts which included birds (the feathered variety) apparently can’t count! Whilst Rick suffered thumb pump, no not arm pump riders usually suffer from. This in fact is much more serious condition brought on by continual texting! How Derek managed to concentrate on the driving is any ones guess.
03/10/09 The Road Trip South. (Day 2)

A few last minute bits of shopping done and we were on the road to Portsmouth around lunch time. Grant Smith and his dad Allan were leaving from Edinburgh this morning. We all arrived in Portsmouth in plenty of time and checked in just behind Jack and Vera and Ted and Daff who make up a good part of the all important Team GB support crew. Once boarded and checked in we all headed to the restaurant for some dinner and a chance to take it easy for the next 36 hours at sea. Also travelling on our sailing is part of The St. Georges Club Team and the two Team GB support trucks driven by Mullet and the army boys.
04/10/09 On board.

Derek was up and about and carrying out an inspection of the ferry including heli-pad before breakfast whilst the rest of took the advantage of some extended sleep time. After breakfast the big decision of what to do with the next 24hrs on board before arriving in Northern Spain on Monday morning around 8a.m. was made. Ricky had some study to do before starting his new job after the ISDE. The study must have lasted at least 15 minutes before he was sound asleep in the lounge area. Grant, his dad and Derek decided to spend some time in the on board cinema while Ricky and Kevin went to the on board gym for an hour while wrote the first of the team reports.
05/10/09 Spanish/ Portuguese road trip

With the ferry docked at 8a.m. (UK time) we were all on the road by nine making the long climb out of Bilbao heading south west to Portugal. After a quick stop for breakfast we carried on in convoy until my sat – nav decided that we should take a detour, whilst Derek and Grant stayed on the main road. We all met up again just after lunch and headed over the Portuguese border towards Coimbra and onwards to our destination of Figueria de Foz. Derek and Kevin went via the final motox track at Agueda.
06/10/09 Figueria de Foz
Today we got access and allocated space in the official paddock. Derek, Ricky and Grant took the opportunity to walk the special test on the beach by the start area.   By lunchtime we had set up our team work area and the riders were busy carrying out the final preparation to the bikes. The weather today has been warm at around 25 degrees but with torrential rain showers. The Eezi up shelter provided by Tony Harwood at Putoline Oils and my mate Rob Poulton has been invaluable allowing us to carry on working regardless of the inclement weather. Derek and Grant took their bikes out to the official training track to check the jetting and suspension settings. On return they both commented on the nature of the sand being very power sapping with the bikes needing to be re - jetted with bigger main jets. The plan for tomorrow is for the riders to start walking the special tests and finish prepping the bikes.
