Jason Thomas and Craig Trew Top Melville Ice Race

The Melville Motor Club Hare and Hound on Sunday the 16th December turned into an ice race as the ground was frozen solid. The farmer ploughed the field before the start and probably made the going worse as the ground broke into large lumps of ice.

There were two races running together with the Enduro riders starting first with a longer lap planning to run for three hours. The Motocrosser’s were held on the line for a full minute until the Enduro riders had cleared the Motocross track and disappeared into the woods. There was a shorter loop for the Motocross bikes missing out the forest and they raced for just two hours finishing at 1.00pm.

Paul Edmondson had run a training day on Saturday and he had intended to ride on Sunday, he had been expecting a new bike to arrive during the week leading up to the event which did not materialise. The borrowed 125 was good enough to ride for training but unfortunately it had not been set up for a frozen three hour race, therefor Paul was relegated to team manager for Jason Thomas. 

The Enduro riders were first away with Jason Thomas starting as he intended to go on, in first place. Ricky Mair followed in second although he was struggling to match Jason’s pace. Derek Little was running in third place and he was looking steady and confident. Matthew Moffat was the unluckiest rider, crashing and hurting his wrist at the first corner. The over forty class set off 30 seconds after the experts with David Salkeld taking the lead with Graham Charlton chasing hard. Stuart Mowbray continued his domanace and led the way from the first lap. Ben Metcalf had his work cut out trying to keep up with Stuart. Adam Braydon was first round the course in the sportsman class. In the Motocross A class Dale MacCaulay led the opening laps with Craig Trew in hot pursuit. Scott Martin charged ahead in the motocross B class.

The sun briefly shone on everyone although the temperature never rose above freezing. As the competitors spread out it became easier to negotiate around the frozen puddles and a number of competitors really enjoyed riding the slalom through the trees. Jason Thomas pulled away as Ricky Mair realised he had a puncture and stopped to repair it. Ricky had been hoping to give Jason Thomas a run for his money later in the race, this puncture and the early finish scuppered his plans. Derek Little moved up to second and never looked back. Craig Trew had sat behind Dale McCauley in the lead of the motocross race for a number of laps waiting for him to make a mistake as he pushed really hard to stay in front. A problem with his bike saw Dale drop out and fail to finish.

There had been a rider missing and following two search parties, concerns were setting in for this young man who had disappeared. The motocross riders were approaching their 2-hour mark and were due to finish; it was decided to stop the motocross race on schedule and immediately stop the enduro riders to organise a full search of the course. Ten minutes after the red flag was shown, to every body’s relief the young lad turned up. The lad, who will remain nameless, had ridden the enduro loop by mistake, fouled a plug and got lost. It could have been very different, the club has learned a valuable lesson and riders should listen at the riders briefing and stick to the course.

The forest was starting to freeze and becoming ever more tricky, and to re-start the riders in order would have been impossible. The decision was taken to finish the race and pack up early. The Enduro Hare and Hound was won by Jason Thomas, on his first visit to a Melville event and the Motocross race was won by Craig Trew. It was disappointing to stop early as the event had been going so well, to have found the missing rider without injury was a relief and we will be running another Hare and Hound on the 17th February. Photographs are available from this event at www.ecossepix.co.uk 

There will be another opportunity to ride at Lochhouses on the 20th January when the Melville will be running a full motocross for Adults, Autos and Quads. The regs will be available from www.melvillemc.co.uk and once again only postal entries will be acceptable. I would like to thank Bobby Mitchell and Robert Dale of Lochhouses farm for their support, Stephen and Ian Gilhooley for setting out the course. It would not have been possible to run the event without the girls at the gates taking the numbers in the freezing cold, I sure all the riders would join me in a very big thank you to them. Please find the results attached, I am sorry for the delay as Harriet and I had an important meeting during the week. On Behalf of the Melville Motor Club I would like to thank everyone for their support throughout 2007 and to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Expert 

1 Jason Thomas

2 Derek Little

3 Scott Girvan

Over 40

1 Dave Salkeld

2 Graham Charlton

3 Bill Bruce

Clubman

1 Stuart Mowbray

2 Ben Metcalf

3 James Harvey

Sportsman

1 Adam Brayton

Motocross A

1 Craig Trew

2 Ewan McLaren

3 Michael Graham

Motocross B

1 Scott Martin

2 Justin Harvey

3 Stephen Pollock

