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Knighter back on top of ’07 US GNCC championship
Red Bull KTM Off Road Race Team’s David Knight has moved back into the lead of the of the ’07 US Grand National Cross Country Championship following a dominant win at the 10th round of the series, the Unadilla GNCC held in New Berlin, NY. With the event coming just two weeks after his disappointing 11th place finish at the Mountain Ridge GNCC Knighter was more determined than ever to return to his winning ways and did just that topping the eight-lap race by four and a half minutes.

Unlike the majority of US GNCC events this season Knight made a good start but was in no hurry to take the lead. Opting to follow, learn the course and get a feel for the track, the double Enduro 3 world champion completed the opening lap in second position behind championship rival Charlie Mullins. Then on lap two Knight put his KTM out front and never looked back. Battling initially with Mullins and eventual runner-up Jimmy Jarrett David took his time passing the many lapped riders and on lap four started to open up a commanding lead at the front of the XC1 class. Over three minutes ahead by the end of the third lap David continued to extend his lead and claimed his fifth win of the season. Joining David on the podium were Jimmy Jarrett and Josh Strang while his closest championship rivals going into the event – Barry hawk and Charlie Mullins, placed sixth and seventh.

With three rounds of the ’07 US GNCC series remaining Knight holds a 20 point lead in the overall championship standings.

David Knight: “It’s great to put my disappointing result from the last race behind me and get back onto the top step of the podium. The end of the championship isn’t too far away now so I needed a win. The race went well. I got a pretty good start, bumped with a few riders early on, but just took my time. I felt good on my bike and could see that there were a few riders pushing too hard and riding above themselves. I was just riding feet up and at a good pace.


“There were so many lappers that you couldn’t really charge for more than a few corners it seemed without coming up behind someone. You just had to take your time. I didn’t have any problems during the race, my bike worked perfectly, and I was riding a good steady pace. I stepped things up a bit towards the end of the race and kept myself out of trouble. I just need things to go my way for a few more races now.”
Results - XC 1 class US GNCC Series Rnd 10, Unadilla GNCC  
1. David Knight (Red Bull KTM Off Road race Team) 2:53.44

2. Jimmy Jarrett (Suzuki) 2:58.19

3. Josh Strang (Suzuki) 2:58.44

4. Glenn Kearney (Suzuki) 2:59.59

5. Paul Whibley (Honda) 3:00.29

6. Barry Hawk (Yamaha) 3:00.58

www.knighter.net
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NB: All enquiries to be directed to either tclarke@wmgllc.com or gmc@attglobal.net 
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