RESULTS SERVICE 

Electraction TM UK 

’08 World Enduro Championship – round 7: Piediluco, Italy, 27-28.9.2008
McConnell top E3 class privateer at GP of Italy

Electraction TM UK rider Euan McConnell has finished in 13th position in the Enduro 3 class on both days of the GP of Italy staged in Piediluco, central Italy. Competing aboard a 300cc two-stroke TM, and not his usual four-stroke machine, McConnell finished as the highest placed privateer rider in the class and just two positions behind former seven-time world champion Anders Eriksson on both days.

One of the most demanding events of the ’08 WEC series the GP of Italy featured a short, technical extreme test, and long, fast, hard and dry motocross test, as well as a near 15-minute enduro test and a tight check that kept all riders on their toes during the two-day event.

Despite little time to get used to his 300cc machine Euan performed well throughout both days. On day one he rode consistently to finish just four minutes behind E3 class winner Stefan Merriman and placed 13th. On day two McConnell found things tough but still managed to match his day one result, despite a nasty fall on the final extreme test. Losing over one-minute as a result of his fall McConnell was one of a number of riders to part company with his bike as he tackled what was one of a number of steep rock ledges. 

With just one round of the ’08 WEC series remaining Euan is placed 13th in the Enduro 3 championship standings having scored points on all but one of the 14 days held so far.

Euan McConnell: “It’s been a real eye opener this weekend. I always knew that switching from a four-stroke back to a 300cc two-stroke with next to no time to practice would be tough, but the speed of riders like Stefan Merriman this weekend has been unbelievable. The event was a typically Italian enduro. It had really long motocross and enduro tests, as well as a tight check, which basically meant that there were four tests each lap. 


“I enjoyed racing the 300 again, but it was hard having not ridden the bike much. I had a pretty steady first day and was happy enough with my result. I was only one-minute behind Anders Eriksson and the first privateer rider so that was ok.


“The second day was hard. We rode seven hours on day one and on day two things didn’t get any easier - the extreme test got harder and harder. I think I only had one really good test, which was the first one of the day. It seemed that the top riders were even faster on the second day. I finished 13th again with the same riders ahead of me.”

2008 World Enduro Championship
Grand Prix of Italy – Day 1

Enduro 3 Class

1. Stefan Merriman (Aprilia) 1:09:04:51; 2. Sebastien Guillaume (Husqvarna) 1:09:31.19; 3. Christophe Nambotin (Gas Gas) 1:09:37.36; 4. Samuli Aro (KTM) 1:10:18.82; 5. Antoine Letellier (Aprilia) 1:10:34.07; 6. Alessandro Botturi (Honda) 1:10:44.97; 7. Xavier Galindo (KTM) 1:10:52.36; 8. Marko Tarkkala (KTM) 1:11:05.23; 9. Bjorne Carlsson (KTM) 1:11.26.03; 10.  Marcus Kehr (KTM) 1:11:33.61; 11. Anders Eriksson (BMW) 1:12:09.04; 12. Alessio Paoli (Beta) 1:12:45.71; 13. Euan McConnell (Electraction TM UK) 1:13:08.21; 14. Joan Jou (Honda) 1:13:58.50; 15; Stefan Svitko (KTM) 1:14:43.84; 16. Erwin Plekkenpol (Honda) 1:15:14.98; 17. Glauco Ciarpaglini (KTM) 1:16:04.51; 18. Juan Pedrero (Yamaha) 1:17:08.87   
2008 World Enduro Championship
Grand Prix of Italy – Day 
Enduro 3 Class

1. Stefan Merriman (Aprilia) 1:24:26.47; 2. Christophe Nambotin (Gas Gas) 1:25:10.78; 3. Sebastien Guillaume (Husqvarna) 1:25:27.63; 4. Alessandro Botturi  (Honda) 1:25:41.22; 5. Marko Tarkkala (KTM) 1:25:44.28; 6. Samuli Aro (KTM) 1:26:07.29; 7. Antoine Letellier (Aprilia) 1:26:15.80; 8. Xavier Galindo (KTM) 1:26:33.47; 9. Marcus Kehr (KTM) 1:26:34.07; 10. Bjorne Carlsson (Husaberg) 1:27:02.58; 11. Anders Eriksson (BMW) 1.28:09.60; 12. Alessio Paoli (Beta) 1:29:34.40; 13. Euan McConnell (Electraction TM UK) 1:31:43.94; 14. Glauco Ciarpaglini (KTM) 1:35:34.65
-----ENDS-----

NB: All enquiries to be directed to either gmc@attglobal.net, nick@electraction.ie or tony.amoriello@mototm.com 
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