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www.exclaimtours.com
“Let’s go on holiday” were the words that came from my wife! “Somewhere hot, where we can lay around a pool and do nothing all day”.

Not my idea of fun so i started to look for something to do while we were away, she had chosen Cyprus so i went to the internet for help.

I found Exclaim Tours, an Enduro Tour company, ran by the owner Richard that boasted the best tours off-road in Cyprus. So i checked out the YouTube videos and was impressed by what i found, i dropped them an e-mail to enquire and that was the start.

We came to Cyprus on holiday, the 3rd day i set off in the hire car and headed to the Troodos Mountains, the highest region of Cyprus, for a meeting and a day’s riding with the guys from Exclaim.

After a meet and greet with Richard (from London) and David (from Glasgow) the tour guides and 2 other riders who were going on the tour at their base, some good coffee and a chat about where we were going, the usual bike briefing and safety protocol, we were shown our bikes (all riding gear is provided and of excellent quality).

I had a 250 2012 Gas Gas 2 stroke, it was an excellent bike, really light to handle and perfect for the terrain we were to cover.

This is not like any other tour though, these guys assess your ability at first and then the world is your oyster, Cyprus is not like Scotland and you can pretty much ride anywhere, Richard and David make the days riding just like a ride out with mates rather than a regimented tour and it was amazing, difficult uphill sections, steep rocky descents, fast flowing fire breaks, tricky technical gorges and amazing pine forest sections were just part of what we covered.

With a break for lunch in one of the mountain villages and more excellent and insane riding in the afternoon, followed by a few cold beers at the end of the day, this was the best tour i had ever done.
Needless to say, i booked another day for the following week, i have now been on 4 tours with these guys and it just gets better. For anyone looking to ride in the sun, with some seriously great riders who know the country like the back of their hands, at any level from beginner to the best expert i would advise a trip over to Cyprus with Exclaim.

We are now planning a 4 day tour in March with a bunch of us, so look out for the videos.
