Mair 1 Chatham 1
Elgin Endurance Club Scottish Enduro Championship two day Enduro

The new Elgin Endurance Club has taken over the running of Enduros in the area and the first and second rounds of the Scottish Championship were up to the usual standard. The times were set by Derek Little and they tested all of the riders around an hour long check with an additional loop to the test and back. The test was similar to last years British Championship through the dunes and between the trees. There were many retirements on Saturday as the going was very tough, bumped heads, bashed pipes, upset stomachs and ‘Lossie toe’ caused by a track that offered no respite from whoops, roots and tree stumps.

The day started with torrential rain but the forecast was that it would lift by mid day and so it did with beautiful sunshine for the remainder of the event. There were two large tree trunks across the start with a longer chicken run through the trees. Scottish Champion Richard Hay was first away and he decided to ride over the logs and went straight over the handlebars, this was to set the tone for his weekend as he injured his leg on the third lap, retired on Saturday and he dropped a minute on Sunday.  Ricky Mair and Neil Chatham were out to show what they are capable of following their selection for the Scottish ISDE team, third team member Fraser Norrie had work commitments and could only ride on Sunday leaving ISDE team reserve Allyn Scotland to ride shotgun. Allyn crashed on the first lap injuring his shoulder but decided to push on despite the pain.
The sandy test saw Ricky ride faultlessly to take the lead by 10 seconds after the second test whereas Neil Chatham fell in the first couple of tests. Neil managed to clear a large jump in the dunes but he left a tyre track that others were to follow, two riders hit the same spot and were heard describing their experience in the park ferme, one of them said he was in the air long enough to consider throwing the bike away twice but luckily they both survived to tell the tail. On the third lap the time for the hour long loop was tightened right up to just 55 minutes which would challenge all the riders although Ricky and Neil made it with time to spare, Allyn Scotland made it with less than a minute and the remaining Experts dropped at least a minute. In the final two tests Ricky rode faultlessly again but Neil was visibly catching him as they were both feeling the effects of riding four laps in the gruelling sand. At the finish on Saturday Ricky took the win from Neil by just one second, an amazing result considering there was over 30 minutes of test time. Allyn Scotland finished third and Kagen Mackenzie rode brilliantly to finish third. Kagen was revelling in the conditions and was looking forward to riding again on Sunday. The same could not be said about Allyn Scotland who struggled to prepare his bike for Sunday calling in a few favours to have his bike ready to start again.
In the over 40 Class Murray Thomson took the overall despite problems with his hands, the whooped out circuit plays havoc with them although he was able to overcome his difficulties to take the win. James Harvey on his new KTM finished second with Eteve Tor third.
The Clubman class was won by Hamish Patrick as he was the only of Clubman to complete the tight loop without dropping any time. Hamish also cleared the logs at the start of each lap utilising his trials experience. John Allan finished second with Jonathan Mackintosh third.
In the Clubman B class Andrew Bisset finished in a league of his own in his first full year in the Scottish Championship. Duncan Norrie also in his first full season finished second with Barry McKie third.

Andrew Milligan won the Sportsman Class with Niall Paton second and John Pollock third. 
On Sunday the riders were welcomed by glorious sunshine, typical Lossie weather with a strong wind keeping the rain at bay. At the start Neil Chatham cleared the logs with ease earning him a round of applause which set him up for a great day. Ricky also cleared the logs and the two set off for another challenging day. Once again Ricky set the pace with Neil determined to get that second back. The times had been loosened and there were only four laps so it was all down to the tests. There was only a second between them in the first test with Ricky taking the upper hand although it was the third test that was to be the decider. There were sportsmen on the test that were to hold up all the Experts but Ricky was held up the most with Neil just staying upright after nearly coming together with John Pollock. There were no other riders in the final test except Experts and Neil was in no mood to loose by a second again pushing right to the finish and was closing in on Ricky. Neil won on Sunday from Ricky following a great battle over the whole weekend. Fraser Norrie rode on Sunday and despite a bad fall in the last test finished third with Allyn Scotland fourth, damaged arm and all. Kagen Mackenzie finished fifth with his best performance in the Expert class over the weekend and Ryan Bruce came home in sixth.

In the Over 40 class Sean Wooley made a welcomed return to the Enduro scene with a win from Murray Thomson in second, to be fair Sean had spent Saturday ‘marshalling’ the special test where as Murray had ridden the full two days and now heads the championship. Mark Godfrey finished in third with James Harvey fourth.

After smashing his exhaust on day one Dean Reid came back for more on Sunday and won the Clubman class ahead of Hamish Patrick. Hamish cleared the logs at the start with ease every lap and despite having the fastest final test he had to give best to Dean on Sunday. Third place went to Jonathan MacKintosh with Erich Schonwalder in fourth.

In the Clubman B class Andrew Bisset took the win again despite being held up in the test. Graham Mechan finished second with Barry McKie third.

It was all change in the Sportsman class with Mitchell Brown finishing first with Alan Davidson second and Richard Finnie third. Stuart Cooper finished fourth after a bug kept him off the bike on Saturday.

The Elgin Endurance Club have continued with the spirit they had under the GMCC banner and all the riders are looking forward to the next round they will run at Monaughty Forest later this year. There was the usual friendly atmosphere and the sun shine added to another excellent enduro.

The next round of the Scottish Enduro Championship is the Melville two day at Pathhead on the 23rd and 24th April, entries are filling up quickly and it may be the last time at this venue. For regulations and further details check out www.scottishenduros.co.uk
