Metzeler British Enduro Championship Scottish Riders Report
Two days of great weather and a well run tough course saw the British elite show their skills at their best in the Metzeler British Enduro Championship at Lossie forest near Elgin at the weekend. There were two special tests, the motocross test at an extended Woodside Motocross track and the cross country test in Lossie forest, both would test the riders in different ways and there were two tight checks in the woods which needed the balance between speed and accurate riding.

David Knight is back on top form winning both days; he was chased home by Tom Sagar in second on Saturday and Sunday. Tom had given up a top finish at the Scottish Six Days Trial to compete in Elgin. On Saturday Daryl Bolter finished third ahead of Paul Edmondson with the places revered on Sunday, all the top riders were pushing for every second right from the start of each day as everyone went straight into the first motocross test to start their long day.
The top Scottish rider on both days was double Scottish Motocross Champion Neil Flockhart, this was Neil’s first visit to Lossie forest and 8th place overall on Saturday was just reward for a determined ride. Neil finished just behind the British regulars and 4th E2 was an incredible result. Neil is super fit but he is adjusting to the pace on the tight checks in the trees. On Sunday a crash in the very first motocross test dropped him down to 10th overall and 5th E2, a brilliant result considering he spent the rest of the day trying to pull himself back into the top ten.  
Ricky Mair’s motocross commitments meant he could only ride on Saturday and the popular local was going to make his mark on his one day appearance. Ricky, always spectacular, especially at Woodside, pushed to the limit with a massive whip every time on the final table top jump. Ricky managed to pace himself and get the balance right between speed and control out on the cross country test to finish 9th overall and 4th E1/4 in the championship class. Ricky went on to win the final moto on Sunday at the Scottish Mx2 Championship and maintain his second place overall.
Kevin Murray was a man on a mission over the weekend; he was looking at his absolute best over the weekend on his Yamaha YZ 250. Riding fast and attacking each special test it was great to see him obviously enjoying an outing in Scotland. 5th E2 and 14th overall on Saturday was one of his best results in the series. On Sunday it was game on again for Kevin with another day of superb riding, unfortunately a time penalty denied him a top finish on Sunday.

  Neil Chatham had his MPS Husqvarna debut at Lossie forest, Neil only picked up his bike on the Monday preceding the event with very little time to set up the bike. A solid 4th E1/2 and 20th overall on Saturday was not were Neil felt the potential of the bike laid. On Sunday after a few tweaks to the jetting 3rd E1/2 and 16th overall was a step in the right direction.

The Husqvarna is showing great potential, the handling and the Reiger Racing suspension in particular was fantastic. I have some work to do with the carburetion and I know I can do much better once I have the bike dialled in. Mick Seward has been fantastic with his hard work and advice; it is just brilliant to be apart of the MPS Husqvarna team and to reach the podium in my class on Sunday was a real bonus.
Richard Hay was back from injury and although not fully recovered put up a heroic ride. Not quite the bionic man as he has always been mental strong with his performances in the past. Richard was up with the Championship boys and stayed clean on time on both days as he thoroughly enjoyed his two days back on the bike.        

In the Expert class there was a major battle between the top campaigners’, although only riding two laps where the Championship boys were riding three, the special test times were better than many in the Championship class. New sensation Daniel McCanney won both days ahead of Gavin Houson back from injury on Saturday and Jonny Walker on Sunday.
Fraser Norrie was the top Scot in the Expert class taking 2nd E2 and 3rd overall on Saturday and winning the E2 Class on Sunday with second overall. Fraser, who is just 17 has been looking forward to riding in this event for several years now, he knows his way around Woodside motocross track and he loves the sand out in the forest. Fraser’s times were up with the Championship class as he used all of his local knowledge to his advantage. This is the spring board for Fraser’s assault on the British Expert Championship this year and all of the Scottish Enduro fraternity is behind him, willing him on.

D 3 racing’s Murray Thomson once again dominated the Expert Over 40 class despite the fact that he is not a sand specialist and he is not keen on jumps. There were plenty of both at Lossie forest and Woodside motocross track but that did not temper his performance finishing first on both days. This result will give him the lead he has been looking for in the British Championship that he has come so close to winning in the past. 

Allyn Scotland is focussing on the E1/4 class after a top finish at the Muntjac. Allyn always has a tough first day at the British Championships and pulls himself up on Sunday. This event was no different although 2nd E1/4 and 11th overall kept him in the hunt, on Sunday as usual Allyn finished higher with an excellent 6th overall and kept his 2nd E1/4 position. Two solid days where his fitness shone through and he kept it all in one piece despite some hairy moments.

Kagen Mackenzie made the brave decision to ride in the Expert class at this event and 6th E2 and 13th overall on Saturday proved his decision was right. An expensive week had preceded the weekend with two wrecked barrels from the Scottish Championship. Kagen was riding with everything crossed, praying that the bike would hold together. Kagen dropped down the order on Sunday as the two long days took their toll but 7th E2 and 22nd overall gave him points on both days and the engine problems seem to be behind him now.

Drew Harvey brought the family up for a break while he took part in this enjoyable event. Drew finished both days with his friend ex British team manager Euan Syme finishing on Saturday as he brings his competitive riding career to a close.

In the Clubman Class Gethin Humphrey won both days in a class of his own with Scottish competitors David McArthur and Paul Chatham swapping places on Saturday and Sunday for the final two steps on the podium. David took 1st E2 and second overall on Saturday as he learns the ropes of the enduro scene since swapping disciplines from trials. Paul Chatham returned to form with 2nd E2 and 3rd Overall Clubman as his confidence came back after a couple of years out of the British Championship swopping positions with David on Sunday after a nail biting finale at Woodside motocross special test.
