
Scottish Border Enduro Club’s Hare & Hound at Wollrig Farm, Ashkirk
On Sunday 4th July, when some might be celebrating American Independence or watching ‘Le Tour’ from the comfort of their armchairs,  true mud worshippers were revelling in the challenging conditions at the first running of the Scottish Border Enduro Club’s Hare & Hound at Wollrig Farm, Ashkirk. 
In complete contrast to the previous two wide open, mega fast cross country events at West Linton and Tinto, this event,  Round 7 of the Scottish Cross Country Championships was one for the tree huggers, and many a tree was hugged on this tight, technical course with its’ slippery exposed tree roots and off camber tracks. There were some fantastic fast flowing sections too with a number of natural jumps in the open fields.
After weeks of dry sunny weather the organisers’ hearts sank when the forecast was for gales on race day. Unfortunately the bad forecast proved accurate with the wind causing the marshals all sorts of problems blowing down signs, braking tape and the horizontal rain came in to badly affect parts of the course. On a rare excursion on his bike, ex British Champion Dougie Kerr turned out to help as a travelling marshal and he was soon to regret his decision to stay in bed that extra 10 mins instead of getting up to change his worn rear tyre when during the final course check half an hour before race start he got stuck on one of the steep off camber climbs, bottom line, if Dougie’s struggling then some of the riders would find it impossible! So following some frantic activity to cut out two short sections of the course, the race was ready to go!
The experts charged off the line and taking the early lead was the very experienced Murray Thomson who held a 10 second gap on Frazer Norrie who shadowed his more experienced rival for 3 laps to learn the course before turning up the heat to take over by lap 4.  In very close contention with this battling duo in the early stages was Tom Grant closely followed by Ryan Bruce. 
By the mid point in the race the weather was improving, the course was drying out and the positions were stabilising but with short time gaps between many experts it only needed small mistakes to lose valuable ground. Young Kagen McKenzie had a great ride coming through from 6th place to overhaul James Harvey and Ryan Bruce then briefly swapped places with Tom Grant  before Tom reacted with a solid performance to take 3rd place at the end.  However, the real race was up front with Frazer and Murray the only two riders to complete 16 laps and in the end Frazer took an excellent win coming in 4 minutes in front.
In the clubmen class Fraser Flockhart dominated the race from start to finish as the only clubman to complete 15 laps, the young gun put in some impressive lap times and seemed to get quicker as the course got rougher. Richard Dakin took an impressive 2nd place with a comfortable 5 min gap by the end. A three way battle for 3rd place was fought throughout the race with a delighted Hamish Patrick having the stamina in the last 2 laps to pull away and take the last step on the podium.  Steven Currie Jnr, Dean Reid and Iain Martin came in very close behind after over 3 hours of hard racing.
The over 40’s class was dominated again by that canny lad Mark Ritchie who is making a habit of showing the back of his Newcastle top to the opposition but as always in this very competitive class it was pretty close with the top 5 riders all on 14 laps and it would have been 6 if that relative youngster Gary Tulloch had eaten his porridge as he missed the gate for another lap by seconds.  At the end David Hill came in a solid second and Steve Currie snr 3rd  beating John Henderson and Findlay White by a whisker.  
The race for Clubmen B honours saw a very close battle between William Beatie and  Duane Whittaker until William had to pull out with 2 laps to go due to a hand injury. 

Scott McVittie came through strongly towards the latter stages to take a well deserved 2rd place  with Roddy Clarke a strong 3rd.  Again the times show this to be a very competitive class with very small differences in lap times.
The Sportsmen class was totally dominated by Lee Philip who’s pace was on a par with the top 10 clubmen riders with an incredible 14 laps completed. In second place George Kilpatrick also surpassed many of the more experienced riders with an impressive 13 laps. 

Graham Mechan would have taken a solid 3rd spot having completed 12 laps in 2 hrs 59 mins, but he failed to take the chequered flag thus was classed as a non finisher.  3rd place finally went to Ross Hilton.
Many felt bruised by the end of this tough race but none more so than young gun Stuart Ross who got top prize for most spectacular crash when he power slid at full tilt round a grassy turn to collide, yes you guessed it, with the huge dung heap!! Stotter!!!
The only misdemeanour in the day was Allyn Scotland's dog who got a 'yellow card' for repeatedly peeing on the marshals tent..... next time 'Red Card'!!

On a more serious note we had a couple of injuries with Stuart Livingstone hurting his shoulder and Colin Murphy falling on the tree roots sustaining an injured knee … a big thanks to Steve Gilhooley and Calum Redpath for their quick response and to the ambulance crew who were on the scene within minutes.  Best wishes to Stuart and Colin  for a speedy recovery.
A huge thank you is in order to the land owners Adam Skeldon and Stewart McIntosh, and to all the organisers and helpers from SBEC who put in some serious hours to make this event a success under challenging conditions. In particular thanks to the Patrick family, the Ross family, Tracy & Murray Thomson, Peter Nixon, Colin Hume, Jimmy Ballantyne, Paul Carlyle, Steven Forteith, Ben Hinton, Steve Gilhooley and Calum Redpath and all the helpers during what turned out to be an excellent event. Also a special mention to our resident computer genius Colin Ross for his top effort creating a fantastic ‘results’ programme which provides detailed lap information for the riders.
Looking forward to many more SBEC events,

Cheers,
Iain Laing

