Scottish Riders report from the Natterjack 2009

There was a small number of riders who made the long trip down to the Natterjack as many of the top riders are preparing for the ISDE in Portugal. The guys who did make the journey were rewarded by the weather, beautiful blue skies and very warm for the time of year, over 21 degrees.

The talking point in the paddock was the new man made obstacles in the Enduro test. The British Team manager Dusty Martin had built a section with tractor tyres and logs which would add a new element to the test, the main issue was ‘the wall’, where you had the option to ride up a wall or take an easier longer route. The first run through on Saturdays was not timed to allow a chance to clear the wall and there was a mixture of styles. Nearly all the Championship riders rode up the wall although the new E3 World Champion Christophe Nambotine needed two attempts to clear it. David Knight and Paul Edmondson made it look easy. Only a very small number in the lower classes went for the wall although Neil Chatham decided to ignore the wall altogether and go for consistency rather than risk a problem on the wall resulting damage to the bike or himself. The second decision was whether to do the big jump in the sandy motocross test, Neil had discussed it with Paul Edmondson and he reckoned that it could not be done on a 125 although when he was 19 he would have given it a go. On the second run at the motocross test Neil cleared the jump setting his fastest time so far with Johnny Little and Jimmy Ballantyne witnessing the spectacle, they did not think he was going to make it as he was so sideways, but clear it he did. Neil was the quickest rider in the expert class over all the motocross tests combined.

 At the end of the three laps Neil was leading overall by a fraction of a second and headed into the final two Enduro tests behind the Championship riders, unfortunately one of them became stuck on the logs and blocked the course for Neil, if he had gone through the tapes he would have been excluded, he had to wait until the un named rider cleared the logs costing him 16 seconds and the overall win by just 6 seconds. Third overall and second E1/2 was his best result so far although there was a little disappointment at missing out on the win.

  On day two Neil was still feeling unwell and could not eat very much, two crashes in the motocross test meant an uphill struggle. Neil pulled all the energy he could muster for the final motocross test and redeemed himself setting the fastest Expert time for the day. 4th overall and 2nd E1/2 was enough to win the E1/2 class and finish second overall for the weekend. Although disappointed not to take the win he was satisfied that his special test times were up with the Championship class.

Allyn Scotland travelled down with Neil to the event and was determined to perform following his overall win in Scotland at Shiplaw. On Saturday he was trying too hard a fell off 4 times in one of the Enduro tests. In the motocross test he had too many unforced falls and one where he tangled with another rider. At the end of the day he finished 5th E1/4 and 16th overall Expert. Johnny Little and Jimmy Ballantyne gave him a pep talk to get his mind in the right place for Sunday. Allyn always rides better on day two at the British events and the same applied at the Natterjack. Allyn relaxed and rode less aggressively and he finished each test in the top ten. All was looking good until he came into the penultimate check with a puncture with just 6 minutes to change the tube. The Scottish team had to swing into action just as they were winding down ready for the finish. Allyn removed the tyre while a tube and a foot pump were sourced and he made it just in time. 2nd E1/4 and 9th overall was his reward on Sunday moving him up to 4th E1/4 and 11th overall Expert for the weekend.

Fraser Norrie has started a new job and he could not get the time off to travel down on Friday so he had to fly down in the evening. It was too dark to walk the tests meaning an early start on Saturday walking round at dawn. Fraser had been looking forward to this Enduro for years as he really enjoys the sand and was looking forward to showing what he can do. Charlie Evans was not prepared to make life easy for Fraser as they swopped fastest times in both the Enduro and Motocross tests. Less than six seconds separated them at the end of day one with Fraser topping the leader board with an impressive performance. On day two Fraser had a difficult first Enduro test dropping and stalling his bike loosing him precious time. In the motocross tests he was setting a blistering pace with times that would have had him up with the leaders in the Expert class, unfortunately it was not enough to take the overall for the weekend finishing second on Sunday. Fraser has much to be proud of this year, E1/4 Clubman British Champion and he has proved he will be a force to be reckoned with in the future.

Murray Thomson was not in a position to win the Over 40 class championship and he could not be caught for second place relieving him of the usual pressure at the British events. The wall was giving him cause for concern, should he or shouldn’t he, that was the question? The tyres and the logs would not be a problem but he had to decide although there was the untimed run through. In the end he went for it and cleared the wall, Carl Tiley did not clear the wall giving Murray the upper hand in the Enduro test. Murray’s hands give him trouble in the motocross tests and despite this he put up a fighting performance holding on for second overall on both days. Murray is at his best in the mud and when the going gets tough and technical, second place in the Over 40 British Championship for the second time behind two big names in the sport belies the talent that he obviously has. 

