Good weekend for the Scottish riders at the Natterjack but not quite good enough!

Euan McConnell, Richard Hay and Graeme Naismith had entered as Team Scotland in the British team Championship. Over the season the top Scottish riders have been battling it out with MPS Husky for the overall win, unfortunately they missed out at the Natterjack by just one point. This has been a tremendous effort and it has been a very wet season so they are all disappointed to miss out by such a small margin.

Euan McConnell won the E3 class again and finished second overall to Paul Edmondson who has returned to form recently. There was a jump in the sand quarry that only four riders cleared, Paul Edmondson, Euan McConnell, Jason Thomas and Ricky ‘nightmare’ Mair. Ricky was out on a one off ride on a Paul Edmondson Suzuki RM250. Ricky had never ridden the bike before the event and he had not ridden in an Enduro for over a year, 9th overall was an excellent result for his return. Richard Hay had an exemplary event, although he only finished 15th overall, the competitiveness in this class is very high and his result belies the effort and consistency of his performance. The tests were not Richard’s favourites and he would have benefited from tighter check times out on the course.
The weather was very kind and it did not rain for long, the course stood up reasonably well. Derek Little enjoyed the sand and the special tests although he admitted he was just not quite quick enough, although he did not have any specific problems over the weekend. 6th Expert Overall and 3rd E1 was his result for his efforts. Murray Thomson was competing as the newly crowned Scottish Enduro Champion, the two weekends, Scottish followed by British Championship two day events, had taken their toll on his hands and he struggled to finish on Saturday. Murray was having problems holding onto the bike in the rough conditions and pulled out before the start on Sunday. Murray is a very tough competitor so it must have been bad for him to stop. Paul Chatham teamed up with his younger brother to have a final outing in the British Championship this year and an uneventful weekend saw him enjoy a dry run, he finished 25th Expert and 12th E1.
Newly crowned 2007 Scottish Clubman Champion Neil Chatham travelled down to the Natterjack with one thing on his mind, he had won the second day last year, so only an overall Clubman win would be good enough. Unfortunately he fell twice in the first test and struggled to regain his composure all day. Despite numerous falls he still finished a credible 4th E1 and 5th Clubman overall. On Sunday he set the fastest times in the two Enduro tests, another fall in the motocross test halted his challenge for the overall win and 2nd overall Clubman and first E1 home would have to satisfy him. 3rd overall Clubman and 2nd E1 for the two days would have to be good enough this year.

The worst news of the weekend befell Graeme Naismith, following his win at the Rhayader Graeme led the Veteran Championship by four points. Graeme became stuck behind a backmarker in the tough enduro test on Saturday and lost twenty seconds to his rivals including Adrian Lappin, this was enough to drop him to third on Saturday. On Sunday Graeme finished second to Adrian and missed the championship by just 2 points. It was a long drive back to Scotland for him on Sunday night and I know he was very disappointed. Graeme has won the title three years in a row, every year since he turned  40, this year it was very close again.
I would like to compliment the spirit in which all of these lads approach these events and the effort that goes into each and every Championship round.
