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’08 World Enduro Championship – round 8: Mended, France, 11-12.10.2008
Thumb injuries spoil ’08 WEC final for Electraction TM UK team

Both Electraction TM UK team riders Euan McConnell and Gordon Clarke suffered thumb injuries at the final round of the ’08 World Enduro Championship, the GP of Europe staged in Mende, France, which forced them to retire from the opening day’s competition. With neither rider crashing, both hit their hands on post used to mark the special tests. McConnell ripped the nail off his thumb and found it too painful to continue while Clarke was left with a badly swollen hand after his thumb was bent backwards. While McConnell was able to compete on day two Clarke’s injuries were simply too painful and he was unable to start on day two.

Of the three team riders Enduro Junior class rider Philip McLaughlin was the only one to finish the opening day and placed a creditable 13th. With the final round of the ’08 WEC series a tough one Philip battled his way though the first day and with the exception of a slightly below par opening extreme test performance rode consistently throughout the day. Ending up just three minutes behind class winner Marc Bourgeois, Philip’s best performances came on the motocross test.

Despite still being in considerable discomfort on day two Euan McConnell completed the final day of the championship to finish in 14th position in the E3 class, which resulted in the Scott claiming 13th in the final end-of-season E3 world championship standings. Having scored points on all but two days Euan ended the year as the second highest privateer rider behind Slovakian Stefan Svitko.

Just as on day one Philip McLaughlin performed well on day two in Mende, and just as on day one saw a disappointing time on the opening extreme test prevent him from finishing higher up the class results. Having made only selected outings during this year's WEC series Philip placed 22nd in the official Enduro Junior world championship standings.

2008 World Enduro Championship
Grand Prix of Europe – Day 1

Enduro Junior class

1. Marc Bourgeois (Husqvarna) 54:17.76; 2. Oriol Mena (KTM) 54:32.50; 3. Jeremy Joly (Sherco) 54:51.05; 4. Vanni Cominotto (KTM) 55:02.10; 5. Sebastien Bozzo (Husqvarna) 55:21.83; 6. Romain Boucardey (KTM) 56:00.10; 7. Benoit Fortunato (Husqvarna) 55:10.63; 8. Simon Wakely (Husqvarna) 56:12.12; 9. Mirko Gritti (Beta) 56:26.88; 10. Antoine Basset (Husqvarna) 56:28.37; 11. Lorenzo Santolino (KTM) 56:40.56; 12. Adrien Metge (Husqvarna) 56:44.26; 13. Philip McLaughlin (Electraction TM UK) 57:23.58; 14. Armand Monleon (Yamaha) 57:41.77; 15. Martin Bonnet (Husqvarna) 58:03.12; 16. Guillem Pares (Yamaha) 58:04.69; 17. Vincent Charbonnier (KTM) 58:56.02; 18. Xavier De Soultrait (KTM) 59:32.44; 19. Romain Cadillac (Yamaha) 59:43.27; 20. Johan Molinarie (Husqvarna) 59:51.60
2008 World Enduro Championship
Grand Prix of Europe – Day 2
Enduro 3 Class

1. Stefan Merriman (Aprilia) 51:57.26; 2. Antoine Letellier (Aprilia) 52:10.87; 3. Marko Tarkkala (KTM) 52:19.31; 4. Samuli Aro (KTM) 52:54.13; 5. Alessandro Botturi (Honda) 52:58.99; 6. Sebastien Guillaume (Husqvarna) 53:00.25; 7. Markus Kehr (KTM) 53:31.34; 8. Christophe Nambotin (Gas Gas) 53:35.42; 9. Fabien Planet (KTM) 53:56.77; 10. Erwin Plekkenpol (Honda) 55:20.95; 11. Stefan Svitko (KTM) 55:42.35; 12. Alessio Paoli (Beta) 56:03.07; 13. Joan Jou (Honda) 56:39.98; 14. Euan McConnell (Electraction TM UK) 56:56.36; 15. Juraj Dozsa (Gas Gas) 58:08.55; 16. Joan Pedrero (Yamaha) 59:05.29; 17. Kevin Hamard (Sherco) 59:50.85
Enduro Junior class

1. Jeremy Joly (Sherco) 53:59.03; 2. Oriol Mena (KTM) 54:04.21; 3. Vanni Cominotto (KTM) 54:09.42; 4. Mirko Gritti (Beta) 54:29.69; 5. Marc Bourgeois (Husqvarna) 54:33.67; 6. Adrien Metge (Husqvarna) 55:11.81; 7. Simon Wakely (Husqvarna) 55:21.51; 8. Lorenzo Santolino (KTM) 56:27.82; 9. Antoine Basset (Husqvarna) 55:46.55; 10. Benoit Fortunato (Husqvarna) 56:43.07; 11. Sebastien Bozzo (Husqvarna) 56:54.72; 12. Romain Dumontier (Husqvarna) 57:18.24; 13. Vincent Charbonnier (KTM) 57:19.65; 14. Edoardo D’Ambrosio (TM) 57:29.70; 15. Philip McLaughlin (Electraction TM UK) 57:38.13; 16. Romain Cadillac (Yamaha) 57:49.39; 17. Xavier De Soultrait (KTM) 58:23.39; 18. Vaclav Malkus (Husqvarna) 58:24.82; 19. Guillaume Adam (Husqvarna) 58:27.78; 20. Guillem Pares (Yamaha) 58:36.15 
-----ENDS-----

NB: All enquiries to be directed to either gmc@attglobal.net, nick@electraction.ie or tony.amoriello@mototm.com 
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