25 Years of The Scottish Enduro Championships

The Scottish Enduro Championship kicks off at Pathhead in Midlothian on the 26th and 27th April marking the start of the Championships’ 26th year.

In 1982 it was decided by the organisers of the many Scottish Enduros that an official Championship should be set up. Trevor Hay, Johnny Little, Bob Young and Bob Pearson amongst others, agreed through their relative clubs including the Melville Motor Club, The Scottish Borders Enduro Club, The East Lothian Road and Trail Bike Club, Bon Accord Motor Cycle Club and the Grampian Motor Cycle Club. These Clubs continue to run Championship events with a new generation of people running the greatly expanded Championship. Johnny Little continues as a major influence on the series and has successfully headed up the team who ran the recent BEC round at Elgin.

The first Scottish Expert Champion was Dougie Kerr who was competing with Geraint Jones for the British Enduro Championship. Clubman Champion in 1982 was Keith Bruce who had been involved in helping set out the course for the British Enduro round that was run by Trevor Hay and the Melville Motor Club since the seventies. Keith went on to win the Scottish Championship several times. Many of the top riders at that time were part of the team who worked on the forest at Innerleithen in the Scottish Borders helping create a fantastic 75 mile course. Geraint, Derek Edmondson, Andre Zembruski and Trevor Hay inspired the young Scottish riders as they rode with them in the British Championship Enduro.

Many riders have gone on to ride successfully in the British, European and World rounds over the years. Four times Scottish Champion Derek Little and seven times Scottish Champion Richard Hay have featured regularly in the ISDE teams for both the British and Scottish squads. 1993 Scottish Champion Graeme Naismith is a regular competitor and he has won the Over 40 British Championship twice recently and stepped onto the podium in the European Over 40 class. Kevin Murray is still a force to be reckoned with in the Championship Class when he is not on duty in Iraq and Chris Hay won a Gold medal at the ISDE in Brazil and went on to win the British 125 Enduro Championship. Euan McConnell is the top Scot in the British series and he is a formidable rider. Euan won the Scottish Clubman Enduro Championship in 1996 at sixteen years old and he has gone on to win the British E3 Class. Euan and his Dad Andrew have organised events in the Scottish Championship for many years in the Forests near their home.

The ten round Scottish Championship varies greatly from event to event with the sandy course at Elgin to mud at Dumfries and Beattock to the wide open moors at Yarrowford near Selkirk. These diversities mean a Scottish rider should be able to adapt to the different conditions of almost any Enduro.
During the late nineties the numbers dwindled and there were as few as 39 entries at some events and it was not looking good for the Scottish championship. In 1999 Charlie MacKenzie set up the Scottish Enduros website which has become the centre of communication for Enduros and Hare and Hound events. There is a new generation of riders now who are inspired by Euan, Richard, Derek, Kevin, Graeme and current Scottish Champion Murray Thomson. With the growth of off road motorcycling the Scottish Championship is flourishing and there is rarely less than 150 entries at each round with competitors coming from all over the country. To reach 25 years of competition the sport has had to overcome many difficulties including land issues and personality clashes and disagreements, the enthusiasm of many has overcome all of this to continue an excellent championship.  
There will be riders who are starting out now in the Scottish Championships 26th year who will feature in the future. Time will tell who the Scottish stars will be, the good news is that there is a strong Scottish Championship to help them develop their skills in this demanding sport.   

There is a list of previous Scottish Champions that can be viewed at www.scottishenduros.co.uk/99/champion.htm
